FIVE QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER ABOUT THE STOPPING OF OHIO FIELD TRIALS ON PITTMAN-ROBERTSON FUNDED THROUGH THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE (DOW)
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“Count Gladstone and Safari”

“Was Pittman-Robertson the beginning & end

not only for Ohio bird dogs, but all US dog breeds who field trial?”

There-in lays the paradoxical dilemma that canine sporting fancier’s today face because of the Federal and State governments reversing what has been PR legislation policy across the US that has been encouraged from the beginning to the Wildlife Restoration Fund. PR legislation has clearly been mutually beneficial to the federal and state governments and sporting taxpayer, general taxpayer for over fifty years and was governed by State and Federal lawmakers working WITH Field Trialers to blossom very successfully on all considerations. Until today’s new wave politicians arrived, The Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act was possibly the only “treaty” that federal officials have kept since the Pilgrims moved in on a cold hard rock and started the insidious destruction of the continent called North America.

Federal officials have failed to uphold principles

that they committed to, & in every Treaty that was negotiated with them. 
Now… somebody in the USFWS must have figured out that the upland game population must be “native Americans” too. What a shame that those who will suffer the most (our dogs) from today’s Federal and State interpretations of PR legislation resulting in loss of Field Trialing habitat will hurt sporting breeds so badly that in Ohio, Illinois, Michigan and Indiana those sporting fanciers who used PR land will carry the dog as their albatross instead of man’s best friend for centuries. What happened to reciprocating our so-called great friendship with our dogs?

Not only Ohio Field Trialers, but all Field Trialers should be asking “Why fix in Ohio what was never broke? What worked like they were made for each other”? It is clear that Ohio Field Trialers AND their peer groups in other states are actively doing more to maintain upland habitats and upland game species than has the State of Ohio. What better voice than Field Trialers does the Ohio upland hunter have?

Ohio Field Trialers ARE the people who pay the State for Event Fees, ARE taxed double through purchasing guns, bows, and ammunition and ARE taxed triple by also purchasing hunting licenses? And they aren’t allowed to use public PR property that they have overpaid for. The original intent of the PR creators was to allow those who paid for the PR taxes to receive the most uncensored access to the lands they paid for. Field trialers in many states have been and are being forced out of using PR for which they have paid their dues three times over. 

Field trialers in many states have been forced out of using PR lands due to a change in the US Federal Legislature that now believes that Field Trialing goes against earlier PR “givens” as aiding conservation, but now hurts conservation and has determined to take issue with States Rights (what the Civil War was fought over) out of the respective states by holding Federal PR moneys ransom until the State caves into their interpretation today of the original Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act, thereby raping, pillaging and plundering the guy that paid the bills over and over. It would be one thing if only the field trialer was hurt. But that is not so and in this treatise “Five Questions” we will make it very clear to all that read it that Field Trialing provides many benefits to the betterment of society and IS the guy most likely to preserve and conserve the upland habitation and species of native game.

In Ohio, lands that have already paid for PR grounds, grounds with FT facilities by Field Trialers through hunting licenses, sporting goods that benefited all those who use PR lands and provided income for hunting and Field Trial local area event economy in Ohio at Kildeer Plains and Indian Creek Wildlife Area are threatened to be used no more after April 2008. The facilities including clubhouses and barns will be tore down so NO ONE can use them by more Field Trial Taxpayers, paid for by funds gathered from all Field Trialers. Why couldn’t the State of Ohio use those facilities for educating sporting fanciers, youth groups, and wildlife groups AND rent those facilities to those interested for their club meetings and events?

If PR lands with facilities and intended to host Field Trials how do you think they got there ? Who do you think paid for those facilities to be built? The Killdeer facilities exist as a result of the local community voting FOR….Field Trialing economy. Since the State governs the debated Wildlife Areas why haven’t those facilities been developed BY THE STATE OF OHIO into year round facilities hosting activities that work WITH field trialing? Why would the State assume those facilities were field trial only? Or that Field Trialers would fail to compromise and figure a way to make things work like they have every single time in the past? 

Why wasn’t the State of Ohio making Killdeer and

Indian Creek year round facilities for upholding their obligations to the Federal government by providing education for hunters, wildlife groups and encouraging more of the public to visit the State Wildlife Areas?

The same scenario in Ohio has played out in other states on Pittman-Robertson land where Field Trial facilities of barn, clubhouse and kennels existed. If that process was so conducive to the Federal/State relations of how State PR funded from the federal government back then and the relationship has worked out so well for the entire US PR Funds, the State of Ohio Treasury should be looked at much closer.

It’s for certain that the 1937 PR Wildlife Restoration legislation has greatly benefited the Sporting kingdom of the dog world was a catalyst to booming dog registrations in AF and AKC in the US and Ohio. In 1937 when Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act was first passed only American Field was consistently field trialing. AKC had held their first Field Trial in 1924, another in 1931. There was no more than ten AKC Field Trials in the forties. By war’s end though, AKC and AF field trials were booming and doing it on PR grounds and facilities bought and paid for by PR legislation which of course, Field Trialers were not only a part of but Field Trialers who paid more PR User’s Taxes, generated more economy nationally and locally over the average outdoorsman. It was Field Trialers then and Field Trialers now who saw to it the PR grounds that had been so desecrated by all taxpayers was brought back and maintained and flourished with native upland game. It was Field Trialers educating Hunters and involving future Hunters in birds, dogs, safety and hunting. The fifties saw a Field Trial heyday with the additions of more PR grounds with facilities like barns, kennels and clubhouses specifically built for Field Trialing. Our early outdoorsmen understood very well what rewards the sporting taxpayer would receive from those who exercised the fullest of access from hunting. They knew the sportsman would give back in spades to State/Federal legislatures and coffers from rebuilding/maintaining habitats and ensuring native game populations that resulted with high class field trialing on PR lands. Interest in Field Trialing was so great that AKC couldn’t gather the incoming registrations and growing number of nubile field events, quickly enough. In 1966 AKC officially allowed horseback handling and field trials quickly doubled to 450 Field Trials in one year providing 38,000 entries. Today’s entries in these trials are in the tens of thousands. The other field trial organizations have hundreds of thousand entries in thousands of field trials nationwide.

Why didn’t we Sporting Men & Women

ensure our dog, breed and sport’s future?

It’s for double certain that PR Legislation has greatly benefited US and Ohio economy from sporting people who use PR, pay for PR and provide the hunting public with the very best bird dogs of breeding programs field tested on PR areas with native wild game. PR legislation also benefits Ohio economy benefits citizens who do not hunt, but do provide “economical support” for the local Field Trial event economies, for related professions, for related services locally and nationally. When a Field Trialer comes to town, you know he will leave his money behind. Field Trialers try to help neighborhood economy and the two have worked hand in hand very well for decades. With the spiraling costs of oil how can the government tell Economy to TIGHTEN your oily belts, double/triple oil prices and “Oh btw, we are going to cut your income too because we don’t approve of the people you made a living from.”

It’s for triple certain that PR Wildlife Restoration Act has greatly benefited the government, State and Federal with billions of revenue dollars. In fact Pittman-Robertson was so successful for gun and bow fanciers that Dingell-Johnson was passed in and did the same for the fishing industry and fishery by taxing fishing equipment.

In return, Field Trialers have provided tests for proving the best bird dog breeding stock, upland habitat preservation, Education and Conservation by purchasing sporting goods that are part of the funding of PR.

Field Trialers have provided a balanced wildlife future for All US Citizens,

not just hunters and have done it with Sportsmanship, Education, Responsibility, Accountability, Conservation, Safety, Money, Taxes, PR Taxes through Hunting License, Event Fees, professions & the Economy.

Field Trialers have aspired, achieved and advanced wildlife conservation

that was intended by the creators of the Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act.

@@@@@

QUESTION

“Can the State and Federal governments be held as accountable, responsible for conserving, rebuilding, maintaining those same virtues that Pittman-Robertson extolled as have Field Trialers and Hunters?”

The quick answer to that one is a hearty “NO”!!!

The long answer is that the States AND Ohio are mismanaging the PR federal donated money. For one the State of Ohio is not trying to restore the upland game, which includes pheasants and quail, like was done by the State until the seventies when upland bird propagation was not done. For another how can the State justify destroying buildings/facilities by spending PR money to destroy the possibility of conservation education?

Without field trialing AND conservation farming (field trials generated other occupations) working together the Ohio land donated for Killdeer Plains and Indian Creek would have reverted back to woods. Re-stocking the pheasant was verily proved a great success at Kildeer until at one Field Trial the eventual winner entered a field and the entire field lifted up with pheasants. The dog stood for the flushes and then proceeded into the field. Pointed the last remaining pheasant and won the Championship. For two, the State is going against Nature by turning Kildeer and Indian Creek into Wetlands. While both areas were always at a low elevation, they were never wetlands and never under any of the major routes of birds who migrate. Now the State wants to get rid of Field Trialing which came before Wetlands and use what if untended, not cultivated will grow back to be forest. It was in the sixties when the Upper Sandusky farmers sold their lands to the State that formed Kildeer &  Indian Creek. They were upland habitat, not wetlands.

The long answer is the Federal and State governments have smiled in our faces out of one side of its mouth and prostituted US Pride, Economy, Civil Rights and Constitution to AR lobbyists who pornographically bastardize every original concept of Pittman-Robertson dreams for anyone who loves and lives the outdoors along with damning animal existence or ownership for pleasure, purpose or food out of the other side of their feeding tube.

What really exacerbates the Ohio Field Trial situation is the State has deliberately misrepresented the truth to the outdoorsman and then the State lied when they got caught with their fingers in PR lala land, (“lala” land defined as creating Wetlands in existing Uplands only existing because the federal government gives a whole lot of PR money to Ohio to mis-spend. Certain Ohio DOW officials were told by their bosses that “Field Trialing at Kildeer and Indian Creek would stop in April 2008” and that applications for Field Trials on those two wildlife areas would be returned unapproved. This was done after fifty year relationship from the Associated Bird Dog Clubs of Ohio as official interface for field trialing and the State.

Had matters happened the way the State wanted, then Field Trial clubs would not have enough notice to find other grounds to even have an event, let alone the State being responsible for finding us comparable acreage like they were supposed to do. For some clubs not having a Field Trial is more costly to the club treasury than having a bad Field Trial. Clubs can’t live with a continual drain on a club treasury.

Then the Ohio official was told to NOT tell Ohio Field Trialers (after decades of the State and Field Trialers working together) that they were losing Field Trialing unless “They asked.” One State official said “Well then, therrrrre’s a problem. There is this one Field Trialer that drops in several times a year “to talk about Kildeer and Indian Creek”. What should I say to him”? The asking official was told “tell him only if he asks.”

A couple of weeks later, indeed that same Field Trialer who had established a bonding relationship (yeah right) asked what the State DNR relationship for using Kildeer and Indian Creek. He was told this might happen, but “Don’t worry about it. Nothing is going to happen.” That Field Trialer didn’t accept those answers. He smelled a rat. Despite assurances, he felt anxious, mounted his horse, spread the bad word to all Ohio Bird Dog clubs and wrote letters to the DNR then called them on the telephone to get an official answer several days later, which was… NO MORE FTING AT KILDEER AND INDIAN CREEK AFTER APRIL 2008. FACILITIES WILL BE TORN DOWN.

No one in Ohio bird dogs knew a single thing was going on at the State level, not the so called “gentleman’s agreement” that can not be verified as truth but as “he said, he said”. Then the State deliberately lied, stabbing Ohio Field Trialing squarely in the back. Vital time was lost for the Associated Bird Dog Clubs of Ohio (ABDCO), time the State clearly never wanted them to have to fight this so called “agreement”. Seems Field Trialing got stabbed even more last spring because the word of closing really was not OFFICIAL, but now nearly so. After being confronted with the problem of untruths from the State the ABDCO was told that the facilities at Kildeer and Indian Creek would be razed. The State also says they are only doing this because the Federal government believes Field Trialing damages PR lands and the community. In 2001 Congress told the States who displaced Field Trialers to find them alternate grounds on reclaimed coal State owned lands. Why was this not done at Ohio? AEP land in Zanesville was shown the Ohio Field Trialers but AEP land is forested. You cannot have a Field Trial in the woods.

By taking PR lands from field trialers, the Ohio Division of Wildlife. They remove the only focused group protecting rights and exhibiting conservation by allowing the hunter to become a part of the food chain, a role that man and dog have played since the beginning of time. If Field Trialers are gone, who then will be there to fight for keeping hunting for the public. Who will be there to stop Ohio from doing exactly what Illinois did at Green River? Yeah, buddy, let’s limit Killdeer and Indian Creek to two days a week and fifty hunters a day. How is that for someone’s hidden dual agenda?

Why do Ohio DOW practices from 2001-2007 now to have been 

done with malice aforethought 

from the Ohio DOW against Ohio Field Trialers?

@@@@@

QUESTION

How should the Ohio Division of Wildlife use money given to it by the Pittman-Robertson Fund?

1. Not by forcing two incompatible geo-ecology areas to live so close together (upland game versus wetland game if both areas were not present in 1937 or when property was purchased to form Kildeer (Upper Sandusky) and Indian Creek (Fayetteville) Both Ohio PR Wildlife Areas have had valuable acreage that was needed to preserve the local game habitat, upland game.

By not putting Wetlands in Upland habitats, the State has turned both Wetland and Upland fanciers against each other. In the beginning this strategy may have been intentional. Today this strategy is modem operandi weaponry for the State and its DNR picks off those who use PR funds, PR land until there are none. If the State really believes that wetland and upland game Users of the PR taxes can co-exist, why haven’t they put Upland habitat in all PR purchased Wetland grounds, wetlands that have been so when PR was established? Is not Upland Hunting important to the State of Ohio? Why then, if Wetlands have funds appropriated to them and Fishermen have their competitions for determining the best fishery sportsmen as the leading experts for telling a State the status of their fish species; and the PR Upland habitats are forced to share with a “wild card” and limit the potential quality of their field activities by Upland habitat destruction? If true, is not the State of Ohio destroying pre-existing Uplands just like Pittman and Robertson supposed to stop? Are not Upland game habitats being deliberately dried up by the State of Ohio? Why weren’t the Facilities at Kildeer and Indian Creek used for youth groups, gun safety, seminars and used daily/year round? Then one must ask the question are they addressing the percentage of overall Upland fancier needs to Wetland fanciers’ needs? Are they addressing the number of Upland Hunting Licenses to Wetland Hunting Licenses?

The answer to that one is a healthy “NO”!

At what point is the Ohio outdoor people who pay the PR tax get their rights heard by the very people they elected to office and no action to correct?

Why weren’t existing clubhouses at Kildeer and Indian Creek remodeled to suit the needs of all Upland and Wetland facilities that include needs for the interests of both? Could not the State benefited for “facilities usage? Perhaps the State could benefit by scheduling, thereby enacting more PR goals. Could not the local areas of Upper Sandusky and Fayetteville benefited from Upland and Wetland fanciers? Now The real question Field Trialers should be asking is “Why is the State not being held “accountable” to the plans they submitted to Congress and have been managing Ohio’s natural resources not according to the Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act?”

So HAY! OHIO DIVISION OF WILDLIFE?

What ARE You Spending PR Money on?

Oh gee, we see that now in the State of Ohio feels like 98 percent of PR funds go to Wetlands which has been a steady and deliberate path of the Ohio DOW. Once the State of Ohio gets Kildeer and Indian Creek out of the way forcing out a high number of Field Trialers using high class grounds they paid for, the State and Animal Rights groups will go after Hunting. Then they will go after fishing. No outdoors person is protected from the rolling dominoes that Congress and Animal rights have maliciously kicked over the Second Amendment of the Bill of Rights, a part of the US Constitution. First they and the State of Ohio will do up me and mine. Next they will do up you and yours.

2. The State of Ohio should have started native Upland game propagation by having release programs structured to make raising birds to be released of a soundness that benefits feather to live and live well.

@@@@@

QUESTION

“What is PR?”

PR is short for Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act and was enacted by Senators Key Pittman and A Willis Robertson, father of Pat Robertson, the Evangelist in 1937 by taxing guns, ammunition and hunting licenses. Both Pittman and Robertson were outdoorsmen and abhorred the destruction of wildlife and habitat in the US by its general populace. Robertson has a Field Trialing connection by attending several American Field Trials. Robertson likely understood well the roles that Field Trialing would portray in the decades to come. The original Wildlife Restoration Act was passed in 1937 placing an eleven percent user tax on guns and ammunition. In 1970 Congress amended Pittman-Robertson to include a User tax on archery/arrows. Pittman-Robertson was a well thought out plan for saving wildlife and their habitats. Earlier game laws had not worked out. Society had well proven its lack of accountability to rationing game in those earlier laws. PR was the first supply-sided conservation law. Even better, it worked when previous laws, laws I might add that AR groups today would and do favor as weapons against gun and bow toting sportsmen; did not work.

In Pittman-Robertson from the allocated funds the money was dispersed between the States with no State receiving more than 5 percent of total State money collected. State needs were based on game, its population, on people, their population and State land mass compared to Federal land mass.

Each State was to provide the Federal government with their plans to conserve and manage fur and feather; and to enhance education, sportsmanship, safety and marksmanship for all gun and archery outdoorsmen and have that plan approved.

The program was so popular, the most revenue generating federal program ever, that other legislation was modeled after it, including the Dingell-Johnson bill that did for the fishing industry what PR did for hunting.

In fact PR was so successful it transcended humans to support & include animals and their related professions. The AMERICAN FIELD magazine which covers the sport of bird dogs is the longest continuous running sporting magazine and goes back over 100 years. The sport of competitive bird dogs is approaching 150 years. The bird dog has a rich tapestry that has been interwoven in the threads of society they appear seamless. PR came along sixty years after the start of field trials. PR has single-handedly done more to improve the bird dog stock that hunters hunt with than any breeding programs have provided.

The 1937 Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act went way beyond expectations and was breed improvement for many species of wildlife and domestic stock as well, which was totally unexpected.

Clearly the originators of Pittman-Robertson understood the value that field trialing would interchange with society and the people who use PR lands the most and pay for it the most. How do we know this ? Well, check out below

Section2, Article 5 of the Act which outlines the intended recreational beneficiaries of Pittman-Robertson Funds. The Act says: “(5) the term “wildlife-associated recreation” means projects intended to meet the demand for outdoor activities associated with wildlife including, but not limited to, hunting and fishing, wildlife observation and photography, such projects as construction or restoration of wildlife viewing areas, observation towers, blinds, platforms, land and water trails, water access, field trialing, trail heads and access for such projects,”

CASE CLOSED.

Well….Not quite yet.

@@@@@

SHORT QUESTION

Were we naïve during the good ole days about dog ownership and fielding?

“Most importantly we lost our future in bird dogs when we failed to recognize and properly address for success the education of our young.”

If anyone had told me back in the seventies after growing up in a society filled with dogs that those public exhibitions we Boggs kids did at the Ohio State Fair, Clark County Fair, public schools, Folk Festivals that the distinct possibility existed that we could lose the freedom of choice for having pets and/or pets that were specifically bred for a purpose, like hunting, I would have told them, it just was NOT possible. But we see today it is possible.

Rather sad when Lassie still has to come

to the rescue in real life to protect all life.

@@@@@

This section was written by Diana Boggs, edited by my father during our XMAS celebration in 2007. I grew up in a quite unique place as young woman watching Vizsla history unfold from 1963. I have been club active, administrative event active, hunted, dog showed and field trialed. I have owned more than a few show Champions and one AKC Dual Champion. My own sire thinks he broke the old guy in two birds, but little did he know the dog was already broke to wing, sock and crimp pistol. That dog acquired all of his Field Championship and Amateur Field Championship points at ten and eleven.

Today I spend much time researching, writing and am working over a historical version of the Vizsla. I have a great amount of interest in canine advertising, canine event reporting, Vizsla history buff, Vizsla history collector, sporting dog memorabilia, classic sporting books, photography, pc graphics and my drawing, which is the ability to photo color a photograph and make something possibly faded, water stained, torn into a vibrant work of “art”. At first I thought I invented this process and did for several years to find out it had a name (photo coloring) and Alan Alda did photo coloring in New York close to WWII as one of his very early jobs. Sigh.
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“Don’t let this be your last look at field trialing.”

Artwork & Graphics by Diana Boggs

ssmudsville@yahoo.com
PLEASE….spread this message to who ever needs it. 

Don’t think this can’t happen in your state.

No permission needed.

Just damn well, do it. dlb
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